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Six Triple Eight

Central Postal Directory Battalion

PRESENTED BY MPT

Who were the 6888

GROWTH MARKETING PLAN

The first all African American Woman Army Corps

They were compromised of 855 woman that served
overseas in WWII

Assignment: England and France

Tackled the impossible backlog of seventeen million
pieces of mail (two years' worth)

They faced poor living & working conditions as well
as discrimination based on race and sex.
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Milestones
for Women
Serving in

the Military

Woman historically served as support roles during the
revolutionary and civil war.

The Army Reorganization Act of 1901 created the Army
Nurse Corps.

The Naval Expansion Act of 1916 allowed woman to join
the Navy and Marine Corps Reserves as clerical
workers.

Public Law 554 (77t Congress) created the Woman’s
Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC)

In 1948 President Truman signed the Woman’s Armed
Services Integration Act

Public Law 94-106 signed by President Gerald Ford
allowed woman to attend military service academies

Combat Policy Directive of 1994 & 2013 opened ground
combat and aviation roles to woman. All remaining
restrictions for woman serving in the military were lifted
and fully integrated for woman by 2016.

w

Crucial
Laws and
Executive
Orders

1776 Declaration of Independence

1916 Naval Expansion Act

1942 HR6293 - Women’s Army Aucxiliary Corp

1943 Public Law 110 - Converted WAAC to Women’s Army Corp

1948 Executive Order 9981 — Truman Integrated the Military

1948 Women’s Armed Services Integration Act
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1925 War College Study

e |ke’s Girls

Notable
Resources

* Women of the 6888t Central Postal Directory Battalion

* Women of the 6888t Central Postal Directory Battalion Monument

¢ Army Women: World War Il and Beyond

No Mail Low
Morale

Leadership of Major Charity
Adams and Capt. Abbie N.
Cambell
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6888t Central Postal
Directory Battallion

2019 American Valor

American Valor 2019: 6888th
Central Postal Directory
Battalion, as told by Tom Brokaw
& Terry Crews - YouTube
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PBS
MPT Presents
The
SixTripleEight

MPT Presents | The SixTripleEight | PBS
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Joseph Olano

GROWTH MARKETING PLAN
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GROWTH MARKETING PLAN 23
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Fannie
McClendon
2026

Fannie Short Video (4K)
[drive.google.com] [us-west-
2.protection.sophos.com]
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ARCHER - RAGSDALE ARIZONA CHAPTER
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, INC. NEWSLETTER

Reaching Our Youth — Ensuring the Future!
July 2025, Volume 1, Number 7

Arizona Celebrates the Last of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion
Unsung Heroines of World War I1

MAJOR FANNIE GRIFFIN MCCLENDON, USAF, RET.
August 21, 2025, « 10 a.m. -12 p.m. « Steele Indian School Memorial Park « Phoenix, AZ

“They were revered for their courage, perseverance, superior performance, and noble qualities.”

Cont’d on Page 3




MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

like to thank our generous benefactors who
support our mission to preserve and perpetuate the
legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen. ARAC is grateful
to all our beneficent contributors, both corporate
and individual. In 2024-2025, special recognition
goes to: Nancy Keane and her team at
Albertsons/Safeway; Don Chapman and the
Chapman Foundation; Paul Smiley and Sonoran
Technology; Diana Gregory and the Outreach
Services for Seniors and Veterans; Karyn King
and Sky Queen Jewelry and her 2025 aviation
scholarship; Bruce Fister; Bill Campbell, Jr. and

On behalf of the Archer-Ragsdale Arizona William A. Campbell, Sr. Scholarship Fund;
Chapter (ARAC) Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. I would Richard “Dick” Toliver; and the family of Charles
E. McGee.

ARAC'’s involvement in national, state, and local events continues. The following are some of the
activities since our 2024 newsletter:

August 14-18 The Tuskegee Airmen Convention in Washington, D.C. was attended by four ARAC
members: Secretary Ronald Hilliard, Founding President/Immediate Past President Col. Richard “Dick”
Toliver, Heritage Member/Heritage Committee Chair Carol Gleed Weaver, and current President Joseph
A. Olano.

October 18 ARAC took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a new Safeway store in Peoria, AZ.
Albertsons/Safeway awarded the chapter a substantial grant to publish a book about nineteen Documented
Original Tuskegee Airmen (DOTA) with ties to Arizona, Black Wings Over Arizona, written by Col.
Toliver. The book also includes a historical account of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion and
ARAC Lifetime Member Major Fannie McClendon.

November 1 Three members of ARAC were inducted into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame (AZVHOF)
Class of 2024. They included Dr. Nathaniel L. Carr, DM, Lt. Col., USAF, Ret. And two Documented
Original Tuskegee Airmen (DOTA) who were inducted posthumously - Founding Member, Lt. Col. Asa
D. Herring, Jr., USAF (Ret.), and 2nd Lt. Lincoln Ragsdale, Sr.

November 11 The Commemorative Air Force Museum (CAF) in Mesa, AZ, honored Major Fannie
McClendon, USAF, Ret., at a World War II Veterans Day Recognition Luncheon. Members of ARAC
joined Major McClendon as she received an award for service to our country as a member of the 6888th
Central Postal Directory Battalion.

November 12 For the third year in a row, ARAC volunteered in “Veggies for Veterans.” This program is

part of Diana Gregory’s Outreach Services, which provides healthy produce for seniors and veterans by
distributing 600 bags of produce five times a year at the Phoenix VA Medical Center.

Cont’d on Page 10




Cont’d from page 1 (MAJOR FANNIE GRIFFIN MCCLENDON, USAF, RET.)

Major (Ret.) Fannie Griffin McClendon is the last of the 855 African American women assigned to the
6888 Central Postal Directory Battalion that was deployed to Europe in 1945. Black Wings Over Arizona
documents the heroism of the 6888" near the end of WWII. Their outstanding performance involved
clearing a two-to-three-year backlog of mail, including packages sent to the American troops. Their
unprecedented efforts restored the sagging morale of millions of troops throughout the European Theater.
The nearly 105-year-old Major McClendon is an active member of the Archer-Ragsdale Arizona Chapter
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. (ARAC). She resides in Tempe, AZ. The 6888™ was awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal on March 14, 2022. At that time, only ten of the 855 had lived long enough to be recognized.
Since then, Major McClendon has received numerous awards, citations, and recognition for her twenty-six-
and-a-half years of active duty in the Army Air Corps and US Air Force.

Fannie was born on September 22, 1920, in Lafayette, LA, to Almeda and William Griffin, a World War I
veteran. A second daughter, Effie, was born two years later. When Fannie was five years old, her father
died from injuries sustained while working, and Fannie and her sister were placed in a Catholic convent in
Lafayette. Two years later, Almeda took a job with the Hudson River Day Line in New York, and Fannie
and Effie moved with her. Almeda then accepted a job in New Jersey, and the family was finally able to
live together again.

Fannie graduated from high school in New York at age nineteen and enlisted in the US Army. She
completed segregated basic training in Des Moines, [A, and was assigned to Ft. Huachuca, AZ, where male
cavalry instructors trained female recruits. Later, Griffin was selected to attend Officer Candidate School
at Camp Miles Standish, MA. While there, she was elected as a squad leader in the 6888th Central Postal
Directory Battalion, nicknamed the “Six Triple Eight.” The battalion consisted of 855 women (31 officers)
and was the only all-female, all-black Women’s Army Corps (WAC) battalion that would eventually be
sent to Europe during WWII.

Basic training (Griffin is left in the line) Sgt. Griffin leaves Ft. Huachuca for OCS

Upon arrival, the 6888™ found hangars and warehouses stacked to the rafters with undelivered mail,
including packages ravaged by rodents. The officers established three around-the-clock shifts in an
unheated, bombed-out schoolhouse with blacked-out windows to prevent light from showing during
nighttime air raids. Their monumental task was to clear a two-to-three-year backlog of mail within six
months for US military, civilians, and Red Cross workers. Griffin and other soldiers recalled that their
difficulty was often compounded by the speed of troop movement. It was even more challenging when
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some of the mail was simply addressed with names like “Junior Jones, US Army.” Despite the enormous
daily challenges, the battalion succeeded in clearing the mail logjam in three months while adopting the
battle cry, “No mail, low morale!”

After completing the mission in England, the 6888 was sent to Rouen, France, and then to Paris. After the
war was won in Europe over Nazi Germany, the 6888 was invited to participate in a victory parade in
Rouen. They marched through the courtyard where Joan of Arc, a warrior herself, had been burned at the
stake as a martyr.

Huge celebrations and ticker-tape parades were held for white troops; however, thousands of black troops
came home to little or no fanfare. Most women from the 6888", including Griffin, were discharged from
the Army without any recognition and returned to their “normal lives.” Initially, Griffin used her G.I. Bill
briefly to attend college, but that turned out not to be her future aspiration. However, when the Army and
Air Corps became separate services, Fannie opted to join the Air Force.

While stationed at Francis E. Warren AFB in Cheyenne, WY, Griffin met her future husband, also an Air
Force Captain, Roy “Mac” McClendon. They got married in 1951 while stationed at Langley AFB, VA.
Mac was assigned to a Tactical Air Command fighter unit while Fannie served in a Strategic Air Command
bomber unit. Even though the military did not guarantee married couples would be stationed together, the
McClendons enjoyed tours overseas in Spain and England. She later served stateside during the Korean and
Vietnam Wars.

Major McClendon also served at bases in Offutt, NE, and Forbes, KS. During these assignments, she led
units with both women and men of all races. At Pease AFB, NH, she became the first female commander
of an all-male Strategic Air Command Unit. She was also selected as Outstanding Supply Services Officer
and made an honorary member of the 509" Bomb Wing.

In 1971, Major McClendon retired after serving 26.5 years in the Army and Air Force combined. The
McClendons moved to Tempe, AZ in the 1970s, where Mac began a second career as a teacher and Fannie
opened an antique shop. The couple did not have any biological children, but they helped raise two great-
nephews, at various times, from birth to ten years old. Mac and Fannie were blessed to enjoy forty years of
marriage until Roy passed away in 1991.

Major McClendon received numerous medals and recognition in the mail. In 2021, she received a Living
Legends Certificate from Women in Military Services for America (WIMSA). The award was presented by
retired Air Force Col. Wanda Wright, Director of the AZ Department of Veteran Services, also a member
of ARAC. The recognition of this great American Icon will continue on August 21, 2025, when scores of
dignitaries gather at Steele Indian School Memorial Park in Phoenix, AZ.
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Scholastic Achievers - 2025

The Archer-Ragsdale Arizona Chapter, TAI, and the Arizona Community Foundation (ARAC/ACF)
selected another superlative group of 2025 high school graduates as recipients for scholarships.

Ms. Diana Gregory, ARAC/ACF Scholarship Coordinator, continued her outstanding leadership in the
annual selection of recipients for the 2025 scholarship awards. Each student was awarded $1,500 for the
2025-2026 school year. Two received scholarships in honor of the late Tuskegee Airmen, Lt. Col. (Ret.)
Robert Ashby and Lt. Col. (Ret.) Asa D. Herring, Jr., respectively. Four recipients received scholarships in
honor of the late Tuskegee Airman, Col. (Ret.) William A. Campbell. Two additional recipients received
scholarships from the Diana Gregory Foundation. The following are the 2025 stellar performers from
around the state of Arizona:

Aiyana Gutierrez Kaitlyn Harris Anyah Jordan Kimanee Payne

L'Nae Ramcharan Ava Sims Breanna Williams Mason Gibbs

ARAC also acknowledges its deep appreciation for Ms. Kim Covington and the staff at the Arizona
Community Foundation for our five-year partnership providing financial assistance to these deserving
students. Together, we wish them immense success as they embark upon the next most important beginning
of their future lives:

Aiyana Gutierrez — Buckeye, AZ; Youngker High School; University of Arizona; Biomedical Engineering

Kaitlyn Harris — Chandler, AZ; Arizona College Preparatory; Case Western Reserve University;
Neuroscience
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Anyah Jordan — Goodyear, AZ; Desert Edge High School; Arizona State University (Main/Tempe
Campus); Medicine

Kimanee Payne - Maricopa, AZ; ASU Preparatory Academy Downtown Phoenix; North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical University; Psychology

L'Nae Ramcharan — Phoenix, AZ, Copper Canyon High School; University of Oregon; Linguistics

Ava Sims - Goodyear, AZ; American Leadership Academy West Foothills; Arizona State University;
Engineering

Breanna Williams - Tolleson, AZ; Tolleson Union High School; Northern Arizona University; Biology

Mason Gibbs — Gilbert, AZ; Williams Field High School; Tuskegee University; Aerospace Engineering

ARAC AWARDS FOLLOW-ON SCHOLARSHIP TO STAR PUPIL

Dick Toliver, Karyn F. King, sponsor, and Joseph Olano; Makaylah finishes her solo flight on
July 11, 2024

During February 2025 Buckeye Air Fair, ARAC met Ms. Karyn F. King, an unexpected donor for an
aviation scholarship. She recognized the shoulder patch of the USAF Fighter Weapons School worn by
Dick Toliver, a “Top Gun” graduate of that school at Nellis AFB, NV. The ensuing conversation revealed
that Karyn specializes in aerial photography and is the proprietor of SkyQueen Jewelry Shop. She also
shared her desire to help a young woman pursue a career in aviation. At a follow-on luncheon, Karyn
presented a $3,000 check for any candidate identified by ARAC.

In July 2025, ARAC identified one of its earlier star aviation pupils, Maykayla Jenkins of the 2024 ACE
Camp, and one of two students who soloed during the inaugural Chief Master Sergeant (CMSGT) Alfredo
Tulle Memorial ACES II 2024. The program was launched in honor of the late ARAC top supporter and
financial provider for our youth program. Makaylah has successfully completed her first year at Embry-
Riddle University in Daytona Beach, FL, and will begin her second year in September 2025. The ARAC
Board of Directors is proud to present Ms. King’s very generous gift of $3,000 to worthy recipient,
Makaylah Jenkins. Congratulations Makaylah!




CONTINUING THE GREAT TUSKEGEE AIRMEN LEGACY OF SERVICE

Colonel (Ret.) Benita Beckles

A lifetime of commitment, dedication, and
persistence was on full display on January 6,
2025, when retired Colonel Benita Beckles was
sworn in as a new councilmember for Goodyear,
AZ. Her induction was held along with Vice
Mayor Laura Kaino and Councilmember Trey
Terry at the Council Chambers, 1900 N. Civic
Square, at 5:00 p.m. All three were selected in the
July 2024 election.

Councilmember Benita Beckles retired from the
Air Force as a Colonel after serving thirty years as
a commissioned officer. Seven years were active
duty, twenty-three were in the Air Force
Reserves. She served as a commander with a wide
range of responsibilities in security forces, human
resources, information  technology, civil
engineering,  firefighting,  logistics, and
transportation. Col. Beckles also had a significant
role in the deployment of her unit during the Gulf
War and as the Command Post Commander in
charge during 9/11.

Following her retirement from the military,
Councilmember Beckles worked in city
government for over twenty years. She served
respectively as a Staff Development Coordinator
and Human Resources Manager for the City of
Detroit and as a Human Resources professional
for the City of Phoenix. She also held positions as
Commissioner and Vice Chairman of the
Goodyear Parks and Recreation Advisory
Commission, Goodyear Community Action
Network, and Goodyear Juneteenth Planning
Committee.

Benita is a member of the Board for the Southwest
Valley YMCA (Goodyear) and the Arizona State
University West Campus Pat Tillman Veterans
Center. She is also a member of the Archer-
Ragsdale Arizona Chapter Tuskegee Airmen,
Inc.; Military Officers Association of America —
Luke Chapter; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority -
Arizona West Valley Chapter; and the 40+
Double  Dutch  Goodyear  Sub  Club.

Benita earned a bachelor's degree from Hampton
University and a master’s degree from George
Washington University. The councilmember has
lived in Goodyear since 2013. She currently
resides in the Estrella community of Canta Mia
and attends Purpose Church in Goodyear. She has
two adult sons and six grandchildren who reside
in Michigan and Florida, respectively. The new
councilmember stated, “My life has been involved
in public service since the military, which taught
me honor, integrity, and commitment to duty. It
will be a privilege to serve the citizens of
Goodyear  with  the  same  dedication,
perseverance, and

passion.”




THE DOCTORIIS IN

Captain Shannon J. Alsobrooks, M.D., USAF
By Joseph A. Olano

In February 2022, the Archer-Ragsdale Arizona
Chapter (ARAC) Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. received
an invitation to speak at a Black History Month
event. At this time of the year, ARAC receives
dozens of requests from throughout the Phoenix
Metro area and surrounding communities. As the
ARAC Public Relations Committee Chairman at
the time, [ received a phone call from a University
of Arizona medical student who invited the
chapter to speak at an upcoming event. That
student was Second Lieutenant Shannon J.
Alsobrooks, a first-year medical school student.

Shannon proposed a Black History Month
program, featuring the Legacy of the Tuskegee
Airmen. After thoroughly researching the
Tuskegee Airmen, she drafted an outline for the
program to include flyers and promotional
material. The success of this event led to her
becoming a member of ARAC.

Shannon was born in Washington, DC, and grew
up in Prince George's County, MD. She earned a
Bachelor of Science in Psychology from

Appalachian State University in Boone, NC, and
a Master of Science in Biomedical Studies from
Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA.

She was the recipient of the United States Air
Force Health Professions Scholarship, which
included a 4-year full scholarship to a medical
school. She was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant and completed Commissioned Officer
Training at Maxwell AFB in Montgomery, AL.
Shannon had several leadership roles while
attending medical school at the University of
Arizona. Her ability was so noticed by her peers
and instructors that it earned her the Stuart D.
Flynn, M.D. Pillar of Leadership Award. This
award is presented by the university to one
graduating student each year for exceeding in
leadership participation both on and off campus.

Shannon served as the medical school’s Student
Ambassador to recruit potential new applicants as
she traveled around the country speaking on
behalf of the university. She also took part in
various humanitarian missions to Guatemala. She
is a member of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority as
well as many other organizations, and she is a
certified scuba diver.

On Monday, May 12, 2025, Shannon graduated
from the University of Arizona College of
Medicine. She was selected by her class to deliver
the commencement speech at the ceremony. The
chapter held a congratulatory and farewell
reception for Shannon and her family. She was
presented with an ARAC service plaque, a chapter
coin, and other gifts.

This summer, Captain Shannon J. Alsobrooks,
M.D., USAF, began her general surgery residency
at Penn State College of Medicine in Hershey,
PA.

Excellent job, Shannon; Congratulations!




BLACK WINGS OVER ARIZONA HAS ARRIVED!

ARAC celebrated Black History Month 2025 by initiating its distribution plan for Black Wings Over
Arizona (BWOA) to be in high schools throughout Arizona. The goal is to reach approximately 1,000 high
schools in all fifteen counties of the state.

BWOA is a historic collection of the epic stories of nineteen original Tuskegee Airmen who had ties to
Arizona after WWII. For over seventy-nine years, their outstanding commitment, dedication, performance,
and contributions were at the forefront of change as civil rights activists, civic leaders, educators, and
entrepreneurs in Arizona. BWOA also chronicles the heroism of 855 African American women sent to
Europe during WWII to clear a two-to-three-year backlog of mail for the American troops. In doing so,
their unprecedented efforts restored the sagging morale of millions of troops throughout the European
Theater.

For the first time, BWOA documents the dual contributions of two heroic African American units that
helped win the war in Europe. The 6888 served in Birmingham, England, and Rouen, France, while the
Tuskegee Airmen flew fighter escort out of Ramitelli, Italy.

ARAC is incredibly pleased to acknowledge the special and unique partnership with its most generous
sponsor, Albertsons/Safeway Corporation of Arizona (ASCAZ). One of ARAC’s major youth outreach
programs focuses on improving the overall education outcomes of students in Arizona’s K-12 system.
Accordingly, our collective goal is to place at least one copy of BWOA as a gift in the libraries of
approximately 1,000 high schools throughout Arizona. The long-term educational benefit of this joint
venture for future generations is expected to be invaluable. Thus, we are proud to recognize ASCAZ for
making possible the production, purchase, and distribution of Black Wings Over Arizona. ARAC is
especially grateful for the advice and leadership of Ms. Nancy Keane, Director of Public Relations,
Albertsons/Safeway, and Mr. Moses Findley, II, ARAC’s Chaplain and Care Pastor in this overall endeavor.

Order a copy at www.aractai.org.




Cont’d from Page 2 (MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT)

December 14 The Arizona State University Office for Veteran and Academic Engagement and ARAC
sponsored a premiere red-carpet screening in Tempe, AZ of the Tyler Perry film, “The Six Triple Eight.”
There was a speaker’s panel and a special guest appearance by Major Fannie McClendon, USAF, Ret., one
of only two surviving members of the 6888th at that time.

February 14-16 Again, ARAC was invited to participate in the 2025 Buckeye, AZ Air Show. During the
three-day event, information about the Tuskegee Airmen and the Arizona chapter was shared, and TAI
merchandise, along with signed copies of Black Wings Over Arizona were sold.

February 26 ARAC was invited by the University of Arizona - College of Medicine to a Black History
Month event. It was organized by ARAC member Lt. Shannon J. Alsobrooks, a medical student at the
university. Col. Toliver was the guest speaker.

March 27 The 13th Annual Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day in Arizona was celebrated. The event
was hosted by the 944" Fighter Wing Command, the 56™ Fighter Wing Command, and ARAC at the 944"
Fighter Wing Tuskegee Air Park, Luke Air Force Base, AZ.

In the coming year, ARAC looks forward to the revival of the Aerospace Carcer Education (ACE)
Academy, its vocational trade incentive seminars, and field trips to various businesses for potential career
opportunities. Plans are being made for chapter fundraising events, designed to generate interest and
promote community involvement, thereby keeping the history of the Tuskegee Airmen alive.

Joseph A. Olano
President, ARAC

COME ONE, COME ALL!

Join Diana Gregory in this exceedingly worthy cause!
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2025 ARAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AND CHAIRPERSONS

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Immediate Past President

Director of Youth Programs

Public Relations Officer

Heritage Committee Chairperson

Coordinator of ACF Scholarships

Chaplain and Care Pastor
ARAC Editor

Webmaster

Joseph A. Olano
Greg Curtis
Ronald Hilliard
Merle Ryan Toliver
Richard Toliver
David Grove
Jonna’e Norman
Carol Weaver
Diana Gregory
Moses Finley, 11
April Hall Fabbri

Tyler Clark

josephaolano@gmail.com

mreregcurtis@yahoo.com

Rhillard.tai.@gmail.com

mryanl 1 @cox.net

rtoli@cox.net

dave j grove@yahoo.com

aractuskegeepr@gmail.com

cewjhw(@aol.com

diana(@dianagregory.org

deaconsjourney6262@aol.com

ArcherRagsdale(@gmail.com

ArcherRagsdale(@gmail.com

Please join ARAC in making Arizona a greater place to educate, inspire, live, and motivate youth

across the state!

PLEASE DONATE!

Online:

Please specify the desired fund for your contribution in the dropdown menu on the PayPal page:

- General Operating Fund
- Ashby-Herring Scholarship Fund
- Col. William A. Campbell Scholarship Fund

For All Other Donations:
Please complete the ARAC Donation Form
Please make check or money order payable to ARAC/TAI and mail it with the form to:

ARAC - Merle Ryan-Toliver, Treasurer
7309 N. 6th Way
Phoenix, AZ 85020

Words of encouragement: ARAC Chaplain Moses Finley, 11
“Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”
Proverbs 16:24
11
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CURRENT ARAC SPONSORS

Corporations, Foundations, and Individuals

CFi"
chapman
foundation, inc.

*

WEST VALLEY

Mavericks

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS: Steve Campbell ® Richard Toliver e Diana Gregory
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The Women's Army Corps | WACVA-AWU https://www.armywomen.org/history

Army Women:
World War Il and Beyond

The history of the Women's Army Corps is one of determination and persistance. Read
about our beginnings below. For further reading, see our recommended
resources page.

In 1941 as World War Il was showing no signs of resolution, the Honorable Edith Nourse
Rogers, a Congresswoman from Massachusetts, recognized the need for increased Army
support. Rogers introduced the first bill to establish a women's auxiliary unit that would
allow women to serve in non-combat roles, filling critical positions to free men for combat
duties. On May 14, 1942, Congress approved the creation of a Women's Army Auxiliary
Corps (WAAC). Two days later, Oveta Culp Hobby was appointed the first Director of the
WAAC.

As an auxiliary of the Army, the WAAC had no military status. Therefore, Mrs. Rogers
introduced another bill in 1943 to enlist and appoint women in the Army of the United
States. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the billon July 1, 1943. Ninety days later, the
Women's Army Corps (WAC) replaced the WAAC. Colonel Hobby continued as Director of
the WAC.

Six months before women received military status, the first WAAC contingent arrived in
Algeria, North Africa. In July 1943, the first WAAC Separate Battalion arrived in England led
by Lt. Col. Mary A. Hallaren.


https://www.armywomen.org/history
https://www.armywomen.org/resources
https://www.armywomen.org/resources

After official incorporation, three WAC units joined Vice Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten's
Southeast Asia Command in New Delhi, India, in October 1943. In November a WAC
platoon arrived in Caserta, Italy, and month later, another arrived in Cairo, Egypt. January
1944 marked the arrival of the first WAC unit in the Pacific at New Caledonia. In May a large
group arrived in Sydney, Australia.

Five training centers were opened within a year. These included the first at Fort Des Moines,
lowa; the second at Daytona Beach, Florida; the third at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia; the
fourth at Fort Devens, Massachusetts; and the fifth at Camp Ruston, Louisiana.



Swearing in of the first WAC officers
Fort Des Moines, lowa

The Beginning: Women's Auxiliary Army Corps
Restructuring: Post WWII

The Women's Army Corps numbered 99,000 at its peak in 1945. After Victory in Europe in
May 1945 and the surrender of Japan the following August, the remaining WAC training
centers at Fort Oglethorpe and Fort Des Moines closed. No further WAC training was
conducted, and WAC numbers began to decline.

Noticing the drop in enrollment, the War Department launched a program in February 1946
aimed at retaining women still in service and re-enlisting those who had served during
World War Il. The Chief of Staff, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, announced that he would
ask Congress to make the Women's Army Corps a permanent part of the Regular Army and
the Organized Reserve Corps.

Noticing a decline in WAC numbers, the War Department began a program in February
1946 aimed at retaining women still in service and re-enlisting those who had served during
World War Il. The Chief of Staff, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, announced that he would
ask Congress to make the Women's Army Corps a part of the Regular Army and the
Organized Reserve Corps.



Unfortunately, by the end of May 1946, the WAC had dropped from a wartime high of more
than 99,000 women to about 21,500. By the end of May 1948, WAC strength totaled
approximately 6,500 women on active duty.

OnJune 12, 1948, President Harry S. Truman signed the Women's Armed Services
Integration Act, permitting women to serve in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force.
A new training center at Camp Lee, Virginia, was opened in July 1948.

The Korean War: Back in Action

With the beginning of the Korean conflict, women were again needed in greater numbers
than in peacetime. Within two years after the Women's Armed Services Integration Act
became law, more than 120,000 women enlisted.

To train these new soldiers, Congress appropriated funds to establish a permanent home
forthe Women's Army Corps at Fort McClellan, Alabama. The center conducted basic
training, clerk-typist, stenography, personnel specialist, leadership, and cadre courses for
enlisted personnel, as well as basic and advanced courses for officers. The first
commander of the WAC Center was Lt. Col. Eleanore C. Sullivan.



Many women served in Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals (MASH), and on MEDEVAC aircraft
or hospital ships. One of the first mobile surgical hospitals to be set up in Korea was the
8055th MASH. The team of doctors and nurses in the 8055th sometimes treated hundreds
of casualties in a day, and routinely performed life-saving surgeries.

New WAC detachments were established in Japan and Okinawa to support the men
fighting in Korea. A full WAC unit was not sent to Korea, butin 1952, a number of individual
women filled administrative positions in Pusan and Seoul.



Vietnam: Army Women Achieve Higher Ranks

WAC Director Colonel Elizabeth P. Hoisington (3rd from left) meets cadre members of the
WAC Detachment, Long Binh, South Vietnam, 1967

Sergeant Major Betty Adams training the South Viethamese Women’s Armed Forces Corps
(WAFC)



Major Anne Marie Doering

The Women's Army Corps continued to serve during the Vietnam War. The first WAC officer
assigned to Vietnam in March 1962 was Major Anne Marie Doering. Two WAC advisors to
the Vietnam Women's Army Forces Corps were next to arrive in January 1965—Lt. Col.
Kathleen I. Wilkes and Master Sergeant Betty L. Adams. WAC officers were replaced
annually.

A WAC detachment with an average strength of 90 enlisted women was located at HQ, US
Army, Vietnam, Long Binh, approximately 20 miles from Saigon. The detachment remained
there from January 1967 until October 1972 when all US troops began to withdraw from
Vietnam.

Many enlisted women and WAC officers also served at General Westmoreland's
headquarters in Saigon throughout this same period.

On 8 November 1967, Congress removed promotion restrictions on women officers,
making it possible for women to achieve general officer rank. The first WAC officer to be
promoted to Brigadier General was Elizabeth P. Hoisington on 11 June 1970; the second
was Mildred C. Bailey, and the third was Mary E. Clarke. They were the seventh, eighth, and
ninth (and last) Directors of the WAC, respectively.

A major expansion of the WAC began in 1972 as a means of helping the Army maintain its
required strength after the elimination of the draft on June 30, 1973. As a result of a strong
recruiting campaign and the opening of all Military Occupational Specialties to women
(except those involving combat duties), the WAC increased from 12,260 in 1972 to 52,900
in 1978.



Women's Army Corps Innovations:
Reserve Officer Training Corps

Beginning in 1972, women were permitted in the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). By
May 1981, approximately 40,000 women were enrolled in college and university ROTC
programs. OnJuly 1, 1974, all WAC officers were permanently detailed to other branches of
the Army (except the combat arms), and the WAC officers' career branch was reduced to
zero.

In 1975, defensive weapons training became a mandatory course for enlisted women,
warrant officers, and women officers. This policy also applied to women in the Reserve and
National Guard. In the fall of 1977, women began taking the same basic training course as
enlisted men, and a year later, they began training together in the same units. After a four-
year trial period, joint training was discontinued in August 1982.

The first women cadets entered the United States Military Academy at West Point in July
1976, and women have graduated with every class since 1980. To fully utilize barracks
space worldwide, separate WAC units were phased out by 1974. Enlisted women continue
to be housed separately to ensure privacy in sleeping and bath facilities, but they are jointly
administered by a commander and cadre group. The WAC Center and School closed in
December 1975.

A home for the Women’s Army Corps Museum was constructed at Fort McClellan,
Alabama, in 1977 with funds donated by WAC personnel and their friends. With the closing
of Fort McClellan, a new museum will be built at Fort Lee, Virginia.

Integration:

Army Women in the General Ranks



As a means of assimilating women more closely into the structure of the Army and
eliminating any feeling of separateness, Congress disestablished the Women's Army Corps
as a separate corps of the Army on October 29, 1978, by an Act of Congress. In 1979, the
Army Secretary made enlistment qualifications the same for men and women.

The 1980s was a period of change and transition for women in the U.S. Army, with new
opportunities opening up for women in the military. The United States Military Academy at
West Point saw its first women graduates in 1980. These women were later inducted into
the U.S. Army Women's Hall of Fame in 2011.

In the 1990s, women in the Army saw significant progress, particularly during the Gulf War,
where large numbers of female soldiers were deployed to combat zones despite still being
restricted from direct combat roles. This period also saw policy changes allowing women
to fly combat missions and serve on Navy combat ships, marking a major step toward
greater integration in combat-related roles, although limitations based on the "Risk Rule"
still existed.

Helen "Johnnie" Johnston casing the WAC colors, March 1979. CSM Johnston played a
pivotal role in disestablishing the Women's Army Corps.






Soldier’s Creed

| am an American Soldier.
| am a warrior and a member of a team.

| serve the people of the United States, and live the Army Values.



I will always place the mission first.
I will never accept defeat.

I will never quit.

| will never leave a fallen comrade.

I am disciplined, physically and mentally tough, trained and proficient in my warrior tasks
and drills.

| always maintain my arms, my equipment and myself.
I am an expert and | am a professional.

| stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy, the enemies of the United States of Americain
close combat.

| am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life.

I am an American Soldier.
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Women of the 6888th

Central Postal Directory Battalion

Motto: "No Mail, Low Morale" Nickname: "The Six-Triple Eight"
The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion Monument

The monument is in the Buffalo Soldier Military Park at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas along
with other monuments honoring African-American individuals and units, and consist of a
25-inch Bronze bust of the unit’s Commanding Officer, LTC Charity Adams (Earley), eight
black granite panels highlighting the unit’s lineage, historical information, key unit pictures,
one panel for the Corporate Donors who donate at least $6,688.88, and on the back panel
is an alphabetical list, by states, of 800-plus members, of the original list of 855 assigned
during WWII. Three were killed in an automobile accident.

The dimensions of the monument are:

Width - 6 feet

Depth - 4 feet

Height - 4 feet 6 inches

Bronze Bust - 25 inches tall

Dedication of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion Monument was on November
30, 2018, at the Buffalo Soldier Monument Park at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
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Updates from the Sculptor


















Please join our email list.
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Never miss a 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion monument update.
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Ike’s Girls: America’s First Women’s Expeditionary Force
Kristi Jones on the forgotten stories of women who served in combat theaters during WWII.
December 16, 2024 By Kristi Jones

VIA CROOKED LANE BOOKS

On January 27, 1943, the first American women’s expeditionary force in history landed in
North Africa. This company, the 149th Post Headquarters Company, had been specifically
requested by General Dwight D. Eisenhower to work at his Allied Force Headquarters

At the time, the Women’s Army Auxiliary Force (WAAC), was a controversial corps of
women attached to the United States Army. Women in uniform were an anomaly in
American life and their assignment to a combat theater was unprecedented.

Initially, General Eisenhower himself opposed the use of women in uniform, but after
serving in London, he had seen firsthand how British women filled out the ranks and helped
the war effort by serving in non-combat military roles. The 149th Post Headquarters
Company was an all-volunteer group of highly qualified women sent over by Oveta Culp
Hobby, commander of the WAAC.

The company was led by five female officers who commanded this newly formed auxiliary
force. As auxiliaries, they were outside traditional army command, working in conjunction
with regular army. These forgotten heroes played an integral part in helping to win the war.

The roughly one hundred fifty women soldiers worked as typists, translators, codebreakers,
switchboard operators and more. They even worked in a top-secret headquarters planning
the invasion of Sicily. General Eisenhower himself assigned six WAACs to his office and
engaged several WAAC drivers to man his staff cars.


https://crimereads.com/author/kristijones/
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781639109715

The main switchboard at AFHQ, called Freedom, was in dire need of help and almost half
the WAACs in the 149th were assigned to man the telephones, putting through vital calls as
the Allies battled the Germans in Tunisia. The male callers were surprised to find an
American woman on the other end and often begged them to speak, not having heard the
voice of an American woman in some time.

The WAACs worked in almost all major sections of Allied Force Headquarters and were an
integral part of the successful North African campaign.

When they first arrived, there was much skepticism and criticism of the WAACSs. Enlisted
men and officers alike expressed unease at women’s presence in a combat theater. Some
were outright hostile. Some warned their girlfriends back home not to join the WAACs.
Many men told the women they belonged at home.

But throughout the campaign, the WAACs proved themselves to be capable soldiers and as
the war progressed, the demand for women soldiers only grew. Before long, officers and
generals were vying for WAACs to work in their offices.

In fact, it didn’t take long for the men at AFHQ to realize that having women in a combat
theater might be beneficial in unexpected ways. Almost as soon as the 149th Post HQ CO
arrived in Algiers, various Army and Navy companies arranged dances and social
engagements to draw the WAACs out. And the Americans weren’t the only ones. British
companies did the same. Soon, battle weary soldiers coming to the city for some rest and
relaxation found themselves dancing with American women and enjoying some sense of
normalcy in the midst of a theater of war. Most of the WAACs were happy to blow off some
steam after work and dance with Gls, although some chafed at the presumption that they
were there to entertain the troops. They’d signed up to serve their country. But generally,
the men and women fighting for freedom were happy to have each other in a strange land,
so far away from home.

Though fraternization was technically verboten, more than one officer dated an enlisted
WAAC. Since the WAACs were an auxiliary force, the army had no disciplinary jurisdiction
over the company in Algiers. The women were not disciplined the same way as regular army
soldiers, so any mild indiscretions were often overlooked.

But life in a combat theater was not easy, even for those working behind the lines. When
they’d volunteered for overseas duty, the women knew they risked being killed, but
because they were an auxiliary force, they did not have the same protections as their male
counterparts. Their families did not receive life insurance if they were killed in a combat
theater. They were not included in any of the usual protections afforded to men if they were
captured by the enemy. Initially, the women even paid for their own postage on letters sent
home, a service the men received for free.

The company was billeted in a sprawling 18th century convent. They lived in large
dormitory-style rooms, slept in rickety, hastily built beds without the luxury of pillows. They



washed up in the central courtyard, drawing water from an old well and using their helmets
as sinks. Soap was scarce and hot showers were unheard of.

Just the day after their arrival in Algiers, the Luftwaffe bombed the city. Over the course of
the next few months, the WAACs endured over sixty air raids. One night their convent was
hit. The women huddled under their blankets while some of their fellow auxiliaries patrolled
the rooms and halls “armed” with first aid kits in case anyone was injured. Women were not
allowed to carry firearms. During one raid, some unexploded shells went through the
convent roof, just missing the bed of one of the WAACSs, showering her with plaster. Luckily,
she escaped with just a few scratches and bruises. After the war, one WAAC described
hiding in her closet during thunderstorms for the rest of her life.

Despite the dangers and inconveniences, and the long hours at work, the WAACs managed
to have some fun. They joined a play put on by the Signal Corps and entertained the troops
coming to Algiers for some R&R (rest and relaxation). They attended dances and dinners,
and even attended a tea party at the Governor’s Palace at the express invitation of the
French General, Henri Giraud, head of all French forces in North Africa. They worked and
socialized with their British allies. They swam in the Mediterranean and explored nearby
historical sites. But in all their descriptions of their service at AFHQ, their fondest
memories are of their service to their country.

It would be several months before the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps transitioned to a fully
integrated army corps, renamed the Women’s Army Corps. During their time as auxiliaries,
the 149th Post Headquarters Company proved their value as soldiers and paved the way for
future generations of women to join the military and participate in the defense of our
nation.

Sadly, for the most part, their stories have been forgotten. | hope my debut novel, Murder in
the Ranks, will illuminate their sacrifices, courage, and the critical role women played in
combat theaters during World War Il. Ike’s girls proved themselves to be invaluable women
soldiers who forever changed perceptions on what women are capable of.

Ike’s Girls: America’s First Women’s Expeditionary Force <« CrimeReads
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE—17761

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America

WHEN in the Course of human events, it be-
comes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the
earth, the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of man-
kind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

1The delegates of the United Colonies of New Hampshire; Mas-
sachusetts Bay; Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; Con-
necticut; New York; New Jersey; Pennsylvania; New Castle,
Kent, and Sussex, in Delaware; Maryland; Virginia; North Caro-
lina, and South Carolina, In Congress assembled at Philadelphia,
Resolved on the 10th of May, 1776, to recommend to the respec-
tive assemblies and conventions of the United Colonies, where no
government sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs had been
established, to adopt such a government as should, in the opin-
ion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the hap-
piness and safety of their constituents in particular, and of
America in general. A preamble to this resolution, agreed to on
the 15th of May, stated the intention to be totally to suppress
the exercise of every kind of authority under the British crown.
On the 7Tth of June, certain resolutions respecting independency
were moved and seconded. On the 10th of June it was resolved,
that a committee should be appointed to prepare a declaration
to the following effect: ‘““That the United Colonies are, and of
right ought to be, free and independent States; that they are ab-
solved from all allegiance to the British crown; and that all po-
litical connection between them and the State of Great Britain
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.” On the preceding day it
was determined that the committee for preparing the declara-
tion should consist of five, and they were chosen accordingly, in
the following order: Mr. Jefferson, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Franklin,
Mr. Sherman, Mr. R. R. Livingston. On the 11th of June a resolu-
tion was passed to appoint a committee to prepare and digest
the form of a confederation to be entered into between the colo-
nies, and another committee to prepare a plan of treaties to be
proposed to foreign powers. On the 12th of June, it was resolved,
that a committee of Congress should be appointed by the name
of a board of war and ordnance, to consist of five members. On
the 25th of June, a declaration of the deputies of Pennsylvania,
met in provincial conference, expressing their willingness to
concur in a vote declaring the United Colonies free and inde-
pendent States, was laid before Congress and read. On the 28th
of June, the committee appointed to prepare a declaration of
independence brought in a draught, which was read, and ordered
to lie on the table. On the 1st of July, a resolution of the conven-
tion of Maryland, passed the 28th of June, authorizing the depu-
ties of that colony to concur in declaring the United Colonies
free and independent States, was laid before Congress and read.
On the same day Congress resolved itself into a committee of the
whole, to take into consideration the resolution respecting inde-
pendency. On the 2d of July, a resolution declaring the colonies
free and independent States, was adopted. A declaration to that
effect was, on the same and the following days, taken into fur-
ther consideration. Finally, on the 4th of July, the Declaration
of Independence was agreed to, engrossed on paper, signed by
John Hancock as president, and directed to be sent to the sev-
eral assemblies, conventions, and committees, or councils of
safety, and to the several commanding officers of the continen-
tal troops, and to be proclaimed in each of the United States,
and at the head of the Army. It was also ordered to be entered
upon the Journals of Congress, and on the 2d of August, a copy
engrossed on parchment was signed by all but one of the fifty-
six signers whose names are appended to it. That one was Mat-
thew Thornton, of New Hampshire, who on taking his seat in No-
vember asked and obtained the privilege of signing it. Several
who signed it on the 2d of August were absent when it was adopt-

Page XLV

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed,—That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Pru-
dence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for light
and transient causes; and accordingly all experi-
ence hath shewn, that mankind are more dis-
posed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari-
ably the same Object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future secu-
rity.—Such has been the patient sufferance of
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The history of the
present King of Great Britain is a history of re-
peated injuries and usurpations, all having in di-
rect object the establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of
immediate and pressing importance, unless sus-
pended in their operation till his Assent should
be obtained; and when so suspended, he has ut-
terly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the ac-
commodation of large districts of people, unless
those people would relinquish the right of Rep-
resentation in the Legislature, a right inestima-
ble to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distance

ed on the 4th of July, but, approving of it, they thus signified

their approbation.

NoTE.—The proof of this document, as published above, was
read by Mr. Ferdinand Jefferson, the Keeper of the Rolls at the
Department of State, at Washington, who compared it with the
fac-simile of the original in his custody. He says: ‘“In the fac-
simile, as in the original, the whole instrument runs on without
a break, but dashes are mostly inserted. I have, in this copy, fol-
lowed the arrangement of paragraphs adopted in the publication
of the Declaration in the newspaper of John Dunlap, and as
printed by him for the Congress, which printed copy is inserted
in the original Journal of the old Congress. The same paragraphs
are also made by the author, in the original draught preserved
in the Department of State.”
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE—1776

from the depository of their public Records, for
the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compli-
ance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses re-
peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dis-
solutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihila-
tion, have returned to the People at large for
their exercise; the State remaining in the mean
time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing
to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appro-
priations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Jus-
tice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for estab-
lishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our peo-
ple, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent of our leg-
islatures.

He has affected to render the Military inde-
pendent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to
a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent
to their acts of pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from
punishment for any Murders which they should
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Con-
sent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits
of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried
for pretended offenses:

For abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing
therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging
its Boundaries so as to render it at once an ex-
ample and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our
most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and de-
claring themselves invested with power to legis-
late for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declar-
ing us out of his Protection and waging War
against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of
foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun
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Page XLVI

with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarce-
ly paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and to-
tally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against
their Country, to become the executioners of
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless In-
dian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes
and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been an-
swered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose
character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of
a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our
Brittish brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of
our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanim-
ity, and we have conjured them by the ties of
our common kindred to disavow these usurpa-
tions, which, would inevitably interrupt our
connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of con-
sanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, En-
emies in War, in Peace Friends.

WE, THEREFORE, the Representatives of the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do,
in the Name, and by Authority of the good Peo-
ple of these Colonies, solemnly publish and de-
clare, That these United Colonies are, and of
Right ought to be FREE AND INDEPENDENT
STATES; that they are Absolved from all Alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all politi-
cal connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dis-
solved; and that as Free and Independent States,
they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do. And for the sup-
port of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our For-
tunes and our sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire

JOSIAH BARTLETT, MATTHEW THORNTON.

WM. WHIPPLE,
Massachusetts Bay

SAML. ADAMS,
JOHN ADAMS,

ROBT. TREAT PAINE,
ELBRIDGE GERRY.

Rhode Island

STEP. HOPKINS, WILLIAM ELLERY.
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Connecticut
ROGER SHERMAN, WM. WILLIAMS,
SAM’EL HUNTINGTON, OLIVER WOLCOTT.

New York
WM. FLOYD, FRANS. LEWIS,
PHIL. LIVINGSTON, LEWIS MORRIS.

New Jersey
RICHD. STOCKTON, JOHN HART,
JNO. WITHERSPOON, ABRA. CLARK.
FRAS. HOPKINSON,

Pennsylvania

ROBT. MORRIS, JAS. SMITH,
BENJAMIN RUSH, GEO. TAYLOR,
BENJA. FRANKLIN, JAMES WILSON,
JOHN MORTON, GEO. ROSS.
GEO. CLYMER,

Delaware
CAESAR RODNEY, THO. M’KEAN.
GEO. READ,

Maryland
SAMUEL CHASE, CHARLES CARROLL OF
WM. PACA, Carrollton.

THOS. STONE,

Virginia
GEORGE WYTHE, THOS. NELSON, jr.,
RICHARD HENRY LEE, FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT
TH. JEFFERSON, LEE,
BENJA. HARRISON, CARTER BRAXTON.

North Carolina

WM. HOOPER, JOHN PENN.
JOSEPH HEWES,

South Carolina

THOS. HEYWARD, THOMAS LYNCH, Junr.,
Junr., ARTHUR MIDDLETON.
EDWARD RUTLEDGE,

Georgia

BUTTON GWINNETT, GEO. WALTON.
LYMAN HALL,

NOTE.—Mr. Ferdinand Jefferson, Keeper of the Rolls in the De-
partment of State, at Washington, says: “The names of the sign-
ers are spelt above as in the fac-simile of the original, but the
punctuation of them is not always the same; neither do the
names of the States appear in the fac-simile of the original. The
names of the signers of each State are grouped together in the
fac-simile of the original, except the name of Matthew Thorn-
ton, which follows that of Oliver Wolcott.”
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY

President Harry S. Truman Signs into law the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act
of 1948
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https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/womens-armed-services-integration-act/

JUNE 12, 1948

TODAY, we dig into the archives to explore one of President Truman’s most consequential
acts as commander in chief.

On this day in 1948, he signed into law the Women’s Armed Services Integration (WASI)
Act. For the first time in American history, women were permitted to serve as permanent
members of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and the newly formed Air Force.

With the stroke of a pen, President Truman not only paved the way for thousands of
women’s military careers but also guaranteed equal pay.

“American women have built for themselves a proud record of achievement of
unselfish devotion to the public welfare . . . advancing every good cause.”

—President Harry S. Truman

Besides Truman’s direct involvement and support for women in the armed forces, then
Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall went on to establish the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS). Since 1951, the committee has
advised the Secretary of Defense on matters and policies relating to the recruitment,
retention, employment, integration, well-being and treatment of servicewomen in the
Armed Forces. Itis one of the oldest defense department advisory committees.

On this day, we are reminded that history is not a closed book—it’s prologue to the
chapters we write for those who follow.

Keep scrolling; there’s more to explore.

EXPLORE This Day in History



The WASI ACT

S. 1641, A Bill to establish the Women’s Army Corps in the Regular Army [and] to authorize
the enlistment and appointment of women in the Regular Navy and Marine Corps and the
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve, and for other purposes. ..

Originally titled the “Women’s Armed Services Integration Act of 1947.”

EXAMINE THE LANDMARK ACT


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/404373324

The CHAMPION

\\../ REP. MARGARET CHASE SMITH of Maine (recently remembered for
her 1950 “Declaration of Conscience”) crafted and introduced the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act to the 80th U.S. Congress. During World War Il, women had served
in the military as reserve volunteers and had no access to the regular benefits of military
service. The bill passed the Senate, but the House Armed Services Committee amended it
to offer women reserve status only. Smith, who served on the committee, was the sole
dissenting voice. She successfully petitioned Truman’s Secretary of Defense, James
Forrestal, to voice his support for the bill. With the DoD’s backing, the WASI Act passed as
originally written.

“The issue is simple. Either the armed services have a permanent need of women
officers and enlisted women or they do not.”

— Rep. Margaret Chase Smith

The WASI DEBATE

ON FEBRUARY 18, 1948, General Dwight D. Eisenhower appeared
before the House Armed Services Committee to make his support clear. In his opening
remarks, Eisenhower admitted that “when this project was proposed in the beginning of the
war, like most old soldiers, | was violently against it.” Now, he told the members, “l can see
no objection to this bill. Everything is on the favorable side.”

“We need them.”



— General Dwight D. Eisenhower

VIEW THE HEARING TRANSCRIPT

Six TRAILBLAZERS

MORE THAN 3 MILLION women have served this nation in uniform since the American
Revolution. Every one of them volunteered to serve; every one of them overcame
tremendous opposition. Here are just a few WASI trailblazers.

Lt. Commander Joy Hancock (Navy)

Director of the WAVES during WWII, Hancock (then Bright) was promoted to captainin
1948. Her promotion was one of the fastest to that rank, male or female, in the U.S. Navy’s

history.

Captain Eleanor Yorke (Army)

Captain Yorke was one of approximately 600 women (few of whom were Black) stationed in
Korea during the Korean War. “It got pretty rough,” she told reporters, “but | was too busy to
be scared.”

Colonel Mary A. Hallaren (Army)


https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=eBlDAQAAMAAJ&pg=GBS.PA5562&hl=en

Having led the WACs in WWII, Colonel Hallaren was one of the most vocal advocates for
the WASI Act. After its passage, she was the first woman to officially join the U.S. Army as
an officer.

When she first enlisted in 1942, a recruiter asked Mary Hallaren what someone of her
small stature—she was barely five feet tall—could contribute to the military. Her
response: “You don’t have to be six feet tall to have a brain that works.”

, MColonel Geraldine Pratt May (Air Force)

In 1949, May was the first director of the newly created Women'’s Air Force and was
promoted to colonel, making her the first woman to hold that rank in the Air Force.

“Colonel Jacqueline Cochran (Air Force)

Jacqueline Cochran was the first woman to break the sound barrier (1953). An influential
advisor on military aviation, Colonel Cochran helped integrate women into the Air Force.

Chief Yeoman Edna Young (Navy)

In 1948, Young was the first Black woman—among only six women—to be sworn into the
Navy. In 1959, she was the first woman to achieve the rank of chief petty officer.



Ask an ARCHIVIST

WHERE WAS THE ACT SIGNED? Ask Al, and you’ll get your history wrong. Depending on
your search, you might be informed that on June 12, 1948, President Truman signed the
Women’s Armed Services Integration Act in the Pentagon, or on the White House lawn, orin
the Oval Office. But here’s the thing: his presidential appointment book puts himin
California on that day. It was, after all, a campaign year. For a definitive answer, we turned
to Truman Library archivist Tammy Williams:

TW: It’s not exactly clear where Truman signed the bill. It’s likely that it could have been on
the Ferdinand Magellan, but without any other kind of evidence, it’s hard to confirm that.
The White House at the time just didn’t make a big deal out of legislation signing
ceremonies as it does today. So often we don’t have photos, speeches, remarks, etc.,
unless it was for the “big stuff” (think The Marshall Plan).


https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/calendar?month=6&day=12&year=4

“It’s not exactly clear where Truman signed the bill...but we do know it was important
to the president to actually sign the papers put before him. The physicality of it had
meaning for him.”

—Tammy Williams, archivist

We decided to throw a curve ball. President Truman was the first to use an autopen (right).
Is it possible the gadget was used, in his absence, for the signing of the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act?

TW: Truman might have used it occasionally, but he generally disliked using an autopen,
and most of his signatures are authentic. We can’t absolutely confirm that his June 12,
1948 signature was “live” (that’s a job for an appraiser), but we do know that it was
important to the president that he actually sign the papers that were put before him. The
physicality of it had meaning for him.

That’s good enough for us. Oh, and that photo at the top of this segment—of Margaret
Chase Smith standing next to Truman as he signs? That’s one more Al error. In fact, that’s
the signing of the Army-Navy Nurses Act of 1947.

And THAT’S THE WAY IT IS



THE PRICE OF LIBERTY, a 10-minute 1950s documentary film, celebrates women’s
contributions to America’s armed forces, from the Revolutionary War to the Korean War.
President Truman is shown on the White House lawn with women service members for the
1951 ceremony marking the issuance of the “Women in Our Armed Forces”
commemorative U.S. postage stamp, pictured below. Walter Kronkite narrates.

WATCH ON C-SPAN

“Liberty is the most expensive commodity in the world today. We have it only because
we are willing and able to pay the price for it.”

—Walter Kronkite


https://www.c-span.org/program/american-history-tv/the-price-of-liberty/254705

“THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL COLORS AND CREEDS, OF
ALL RACES AND RELIGIONS, HAVE...HELPED BUILD THIS DEMOCRATIC NATION,
REINFORCING OUR DEVOTION TO THE GREAT IDEALS OF LIBERTY AND EQUALITY.”

Special Message to Congress on Civil Rights, Feb. 2, 1948

Cover photo: President Truman, who signed the groundbreaking Women Armed Services
Integration Act of 1948, receives the first U.S. postage stamp honoring women in the Armed
Services, Sept. 11, 1952 (US Navy)









































































































































































































Website: Home / USA / Women of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion



https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/
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